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1. Executive Summary
Special or themed journal issues can focus attention on a 
particular topic of crucial interest. They are popular with 
publishers and authors because they often reach a wider 
audience and are cited more frequently than articles 
published in regular issues. 

Given these benefits and their potential to enhance 
scientific dissemination, PREPARED included a SAGE 
journal, Research Ethics, Special Issue in the proposal. The 
special issue, Preparing for the next global crisis: Research 
ethics and integrity matters in crisis situations, was opened 
for submissions in March 2023 and the first accepted article 
was published in January 2024.

15 manuscripts were submitted to the PREPARED Special 
Issue and the following table shows the current status.

Table 1. Status of submitted manuscripts (April 15th 2024)
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Articles accepted

Submissions in process

Submissions rejected

Submissions withdrawn

TOTAL

9

4

1

1

15

The accepted articles include authors from the USA, China, the UK, Belgium, Germany, Canada, South Africa, and the 
Netherlands. Six of the accepted publications are available online at the time of writing this report. The most likely 
publication month of the Special Issue will be September 2024. However, this involves publisher decisions, which are 
beyond the scope of the PREPARED project team. When all papers are published, the PREPARED team will analyse which 
material can be used further, especially in training. 



2. Introduction
According to SAGE (2024) special or themed issues can be a great way to focus attention on a particular topic of crucial 
interest. The topic area for a special issue will normally fit within the journal’s aims and scope and appeal to their general 
readership (Leigh and Edwards, 2022), but should contain the latest work on that subject (Childe, 2018). 

Most publishers promote the production of special issues because they have benefits for the publisher, authors, and 
readers. Wiley (2023) suggest that articles published in special issues reach a wider audience, thereby maximizing 
research impact and community engagement. They can also be good for the discipline by drawing attention to a 
particular topic. Elsevier (2024) notes that articles published in special issues are often cited more frequently than 
articles published in regular issues. This then increases visibility and enhances the journal’s Impact Factor (a 
journal-level metric which is built on citations). Sladen (2021) points out that articles published in special issues 
receive more visibility as well as often benefitting from their interdisciplinary nature and the collaborative work that 
supports them. 

Given these benefits and their potential to enhance scientific dissemination and prior to the start of the PREPARED 
project, we agreed with SAGE journal, Research Ethics, to develop an open access special issue on matters related to 
the development of a pandemic ethics framework. 

The special issue, Preparing for the next global crisis:
Research ethics and integrity matters in crisis situations, was
opened for submissions in March 2023 and the first accepted

article was published in January 2024.

The actual call for submissions was kept deliberately broad, to allow for examination of a wide range of related 
research ethics and integrity issues. The overall theme of the special issue was being better prepared for the next 
global crisis, with ‘crisis’ not being restricted to pandemics.

In the next section, we introduce the journal, Research Ethics. This is followed by a description of the special issue and 
the call for submissions. In the final section, we provide an overview of the submissions received and their current 
status. 
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3. About SAGE Research Ethics
Research Ethics, a quarterly academic journal, published 
by SAGE, provides a platform for sharing experiences and 
analysis of ethical issues that are related to the design, 
conduct, impact, and oversight of research. The journal 
encourages open and transparent narrative and analysis 
of ethical issues in research, hoping to raise awareness, 
challenge assumptions and help find solutions for complex 
ethical issues in research.

While the current Editors in Chief are based in the UK, the 
Journal welcomes submissions from around the world. The 
Editorial Board is composed of research ethics and integrity 
experts from all continents and reviewers are drawn from a 
global pool. 

Research Ethics is a relatively small academic journal with 
4 editions and approximately 30-35 articles published each 
year. Nevertheless, the journal metrics indicate that the 
impact is significant, and it is currently ranked 32 out of 762 
journals in the Philosophy category (CiteScore = 3.6). 

For the 7-year period Jan 2017 – Jan 2024, production of 
the Journal was funded by open access service provider, 
Knowledge Unlatched. During this period, there were no 
submission charges and no article processing charges as 
these were fully funded by institutions through Knowledge 
Unlatched, resulting in no direct charge to authors. The 
processing of most submissions to this special issue have 
been funded by this arrangement. Costs beyond 1st January 
2024 have been covered by the publisher. 
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3. About SAGE Research Ethics (cont)
Previous related special issue in Research Ethics
During the widescale COVID-19 lockdown of 2020, the Editor in Chief, Kate Chatfield, and then Associate Editor, Doris 
Schroeder, invited selected research ethics experts to contribute to a special issue entitled: Research Ethics and 
COVID-19. Eleven authors contributed to seven articles published in this special issue. Working to tight deadlines, the 
authors drafted manuscripts related to emerging COVID-19 ethics issues that researchers were grappling with at the 
time. 

The special issue was published at the end of July 2020 and these articles rapidly became some of the most widely read 
and cited of all time for Research Ethics. Their popularity and impacts continue to this day, clearly demonstrating a 
need for analysis and guidance regarding the complex ethics issues that are associated with research during times of 
crisis. The three most widely read and cited articles in the special issue were:     

• Klar, R., & Lanzerath, D. (2020). The ethics of COVID-19 tracking apps – challenges and voluntariness.
Research Ethics, 16(3-4), 1-9. https://doi.org/10.1177/1747016120943622
18,244 downloads and 36 citations

• Chappell, R. Y., & Singer, P. (2020). Pandemic ethics: the case for risky research.
Research Ethics, 16(3-4), 1-8. https://doi.org/10.1177/1747016120931920
10,833 downloads and 19 citations

• Tambornino, L., & Lanzerath, D. (2020). COVID-19 human challenge trials – what research ethics committees need to
consider. Research Ethics, 16(3-4), 1-11. https://doi.org/10.1177/1747016120943635
9,170 downloads and 6 citations
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4. About this special issue
The PREPARED special issue was entitled: Preparing for the next global crisis: Research ethics and integrity matters in 
crisis situations. 

An open call for submissions was published on the Journal website at the beginning of March 2023. We were hoping for 
submissions from externals working on related topics as well as from members of the PREPARED consortium. 
The call text read as follows:

Aims & scope of the special issue
The coronavirus pandemic presented a global crisis for which we were largely unprepared. In the early days of the 
pandemic, as the serious impacts for health and wellbeing became clearer, researchers were quick to search for solutions. 
For instance, microbiologists, geneticists, epidemiologists, immunologists, and clinical researchers hurried to understand 
the genetic make-up of the virus, how it was transmitted, the effects of infection, as well as how potential treatments and 
vaccines could be developed. Of course, the impacts of the pandemic extended well beyond individual human health and 
wellbeing; impacts included extremely heavy burdens for health and social care services, for education, for businesses, 
for culture, for economies and so on. 

These wide-ranging burdens led to extreme time pressures for researchers, often working in unfamiliar circumstances, 
and requiring adaptations to their methods and procedures. Publishers and editors came under pressure to publish 
research findings as quickly as possible. With novel time pressures and speedy adaptions to research methods, questions 
were raised about the suitability of existing research ethics guidelines, research ethics review processes, peer review and 
publishing practices. 

The Editors of this special issue invite authors to submit manuscripts about research ethics and research integrity 
challenges during global crises and how they might be resolved. Being better prepared for the next global crisis is the 
main mission of the collection, which is not restricted to pandemics. 

Both theoretical and empirical papers that focus upon research ethics and research integrity issues in crisis situations are 
welcome. This may include (for example) scoping or systematic reviews, empirical papers, case studies or topic pieces in 
any relevant area of interest. 



4. About this special issue (cont)
Potential topic list:
All submissions must be relevant to research that is undertaken in crisis situations. They must contain original unpublished 
work not being considered for publication elsewhere. The topics of interest include, but are not limited to the following:

•  Ethical issues associated with a change of research methods due to global crisis (for example, e-consent,
    online interviews) 

•  Fast track research ethics review processes – challenges and recommendations

•  Fast track academic publishing – challenges and solutions

•  Research ethics and research integrity committee pressures 

•  Use of public health surveillance data in research

•  Data and virus information sharing across borders
 
•  Public trust in the ethics and reliability of science during a global crisis

•  Ethics and integrity education and training for researchers and reviewers focusing on global crisis

•  Ethics dumping, i.e. export of research to regions with fewer resources to oversee the ethics and integrity of studies
 
•  Impact on animal experimentation of accelerated vaccine studies

It was also made clear in the call of the PREPARED special issue that there would be no article processing fees for 
submissions and that published articles would be completely open access.

About the editors
The editors for the special issue were Kate Chatfield and Hazel Partington (authors of this report). Kate Chatfield was 
also Editor in Chief of Research Ethics. Hazel Partington joined as a guest editor for the special issue on behalf of the 
PREPARED project. Both are based at the Centre for Professional Ethics, University of Central Lancashire, UK. 
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5. Submissions and current status
During the period March 2023 – March 2024, there were 15 submissions to the special issue. Of these, 11 came from 
authors within the PREPARED consortium (including Advisors) and four from people who were external to the project. All 
15 were sent for peer review. 

The current status of the manuscripts is shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Status of submitted manuscripts (April 15th 2024)

The accepted articles include authors from the USA, China, the UK, Belgium, Germany, Canada, South Africa, and the 
Netherlands. Six of the accepted publications are available online at the time of writing this report. These are as follows:

1. Weijer, C. (2024). COVID-19 human challenge trials and randomized controlled trials: lessons for the next pandemic. 
Research Ethics, https://doi.org/10.1177/17470161231223594
First published Jan 3, 2024

2. Seedall, C., & Tambornino, L. (2024). Research ethics and integrity in the DACH region during the COVID-19 pandemic: 
balancing risks and benefits under pressure. Research Ethics, https://doi.org/10.1177/17470161241229207
First published Feb 18, 2024

3. Coningham, R., Lewer, N., Acharya, K. P., Weise, K., Kunwar, R. B., Joshi, A., & Parajuli Khanal, S. (2024). Enabling 
equitable and ethical research partnerships in crisis situations: Lessons learned from post-disaster heritage 
protection interventions following Nepal’s 2015 earthquake. Research Ethics,
https://doi.org/10.1177/17470161241234502
First published online March 4, 2024
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Articles accepted

Submissions in process

Submissions rejected

Submissions withdrawn

TOTAL

9

4

1

1

15

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/17470161231223594
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/17470161241229207
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/17470161241234502
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5. Submissions and current status (cont)
4. Inguaggiato, G., Pallise Perello, C., Verdonk, P., Schoonmade, L., Andanda, P., van den Hoven, M., & Evans, N. 
(2024). The experience of women researchers during the Covid-19 pandemic: a scoping review. Research Ethics,
https://doi.org/10.1177/17470161241231268
First published online March 8, 2024

5. Arnold, M., Merritt, S., Mears, K., Bryan, A., & Bryce, J. (2024). Conscientious enrolment in clinical trials during the 
COVID-19 pandemic: right patient, right trial. Research Ethics, https://doi.org/10.1177/17470161241241409
First published online March 28, 2024

6. Zhu, W., Yan, F., Zhu, J., Zhu, L., & Liu, F. (2024). Ethics and integrity challenges during COVID-19 in China. Research 
Ethics, https://doi.org/10.1177/17470161241245327
First published online April 8, 2024

Three of the accepted articles are currently being prepared for publication and these are as follows:

7. Burgess, T., Rennie, S., Moodley, K. (2024) Exploring views of South African research ethics committees on pandemic
preparedness and response during COVID-19.

8. Cochrane, L., Drummond, O., Jordan, E. (2024) Improving ethical assurance for non-university researchers in crisis
settings: an early vision based on democratic norms.

9. Leisinger, K., Schroeder, D (2024) Project Lightspeed – A case study in research ethics and accelerated vaccine
development.

Four further submissions are still in process undergoing peer review of resubmissions following revisions. 

The most likely publication month of the Special Issue will be September 2024. However, this involves publisher decisions, 
which are beyond the scope of the PREPARED project team. 

When all papers are published, the PREPARED team will analyse which material can be used further, especially in training.

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/17470161241231268
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/17470161241241409
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/17470161241245327
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